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A Community Decision – Vote Tuesday, May 16, 2017
PCSD is one of nine New York State school districts  

without a Full-Day Kindergarten program
The Pittsford Central School District 
(PCSD) has studied the addition  
of a Full-Day Kindergarten  
program several times since the  
mid-1900s. Some may ask why a high 
performing school district might want 
to add this program when students 
are doing so well. It’s true that PCSD is 
nationally ranked and sought out by 
people moving to the Rochester area. 
With fewer than nine New York State 
school districts left without Full-Day 
Kindergarten, the goal of Full-Day 
Kindergarten is to even the playing field 
for PCSD students and build the best 
K-12 program.

Right now, research shows that a 
large percentage of our Half-Day 

kindergarteners must make up a  
three-year achievement gap. Eliminating 
this catch-up time and effort for our 
youngest learners will not only support 
their academic achievement, it could 
have implications on a student’s 
confidence, approach to school, and 
love of learning. 

In keeping with the District’s core 
values of being student-centered and 
focused on continuous improvement, 
Full-Day Kindergarten provides PCSD 
with opportunities to better meet the 
academic, social and emotional needs 
of our future leaders and maintain the 
District’s commitment to excellence well 
into the future.

If voters approve the 2017/18 budget, Full-Day Kindergarten will begin in the fall of 2017.

Comparisons Half-Day K Full-Day K

School Day 2.75 Hours 6.5 Hours

Literacy Every other day Every day

Math Every other day Every day

Physical Education 2 times per cycle 3 times per cycle

Music 1 time per cycle 2 times per cycle

Art 1 time per cycle

Lunch & Recess 45 Minutes

Library 1 time per cycle 1 time per cycle

Fewer PCSD Students  
Reach Benchmark*

68%
PCSD  

Half-Day 
Kindergarten

86%
Like Districts 

Full-Day 
Kindergarten

* The elementary school schedule is based on a 6-day cycle.

• Science

• Social Studies

• Reading

• Writing

• Fine and Gross Motor 
 Skill Development

Full-Day Kindergarten Allows Increased Opportunities for:

• Free Choice Play

• Play-Based Learning

Benchmark assessment data 
shows PCSD Half-Day Kindergarten 
students fall behind on the 
established end-of-kindergarten 
reading benchmark when 
compared to their Full-Day 
Kindergarten peers.

*Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark 
Assessment System

Mendon Center Elementary School Mendon Center Elementary School 



Building the Best 
K-12 Program
In New York State, of the 719 school 
districts, PCSD is one of nine without 
Full-Day Kindergarten, and all nine 
are currently pursuing the installation 
of the program. 

Full-Day Kindergarten would increase 
the budget $3.9 million, but with 
the use of reserves and state aid, 
the local share would increase $1.55 
million or 1.6%.

Pittsford Schools

Starting in first grade, students 
attending a Half-Day Kindergarten 
program demonstrate lower-than-
expected foundational reading skills. 

*Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment 
System

Grade 3 Grade 4

22%
Full-Day

25%
Full-Day

36%
Half-Day

37%
Half-Day

PCSD Students Receiving 
Reading Support*
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Barker Road Middle School Gymnasium 

75 Barker Road 
  Pittsford 

7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

To view more details and materials from the FDK study, 

including community surveys, presentations, handouts, and the 

video, “A Day in the Life of a PCSD Half-Day Kindergartener,” 

please visit www.pittsfordschools.org and select the Quick link 

on the left side of the homepage titled “Full-Day Kindergarten.” 
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How would Full-Day Kindergarten 
impact MCE’s building capacity, class 
sizes, and parking?
Mendon Center Elementary School is our largest elementary 
school building, and its enrollment may create the impression 
that it is at capacity. However, year-over-year data shows the 
building capacity is well within normal parameters and is similar 
to PCSD’s other elementary schools. Class sizes are determined 
using the same formulas at all PCSD elementary schools to 
ensure parity among schools. This formula provides productive 
class sizes for students and teachers. The class sizes among all 
five PCSD elementary schools are analogous.

To accommodate the larger enrollment at Mendon Center, 
proportionate support has been added which includes an 
assistant principal, and increased staffing in the following areas: 
librarian, school nurse teacher, counselor, and psychologist.  
Additional support is also in place for reading, speech/language, 
and instructional challenge.

Parking would be expanded should a Full-Day Kindergarten 
program be implemented.  

Mendon Center Elementary School 


